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Director’s Notes     
 
In Dogfight, a young Vietnam veteran returning to San Francisco in 1967        
remembers a pivotal night in the same city four years earlier — November 
21, 1963 — a night that bridged a time between youth and adulthood,   
between innocence and knowledge, between naive obedience to informed 
questioning.   
All the characters in the play are constrained by the expectations of those 
around them, or by their own self-limiting expectations.  Marines, wait-
resses, librarians, sex workers, all are fenced in within the restrictive rules 
of behaviour of the early 1960s — some of which, ironically, haven’t 
changed much decades later.  Through the events of this pivotal evening, 
however, rather than blindly and unquestioningly living up to these expec-
tations, we see Rose and Eddie begin to throw off their constraints and  
discover elements in themselves that surprise them, delight them, break 
them down, strengthen them, and lead to them to see a world beyond.   
On behalf of the entire creative team I would like to express my extreme 
admiration for the group of students onstage and offstage with whom we 
have had the privilege of working on Dogfight.  These young people are 
exuberant, passionate, immensely talented, caring, and generous.  They 
had their own ‘pivotal night’ a few weeks ago with the surprising results  
of the US election.  My heart broke somewhat as I witnessed a certain 
quality of innocence change in them — perhaps this will be their genera-
tion’s ‘where were you when JFK died?’moment.  But I also saw this 
group’s incredible resilience and firm belief that we can take the tools we 
have — in our case, the ability to tell stories through music and dance — 
and, as Rose sings in Act II, “See a world beautiful and strange.  It’s so 
close, don’t let it get away.  There’s so much to do before it’s over.”    
Many thanks to the students and staff for their work in making this show 
happen.  And thank you to Michael Rubinoff for offering me the oppor-
tunity to work with each of them. 
 
Ann Hodges 
Director, Dogfight 
 
 
The services of Ann Hodges and Stephanie Graham by special permission of the  
Canadian Actors’ Equity Association 
 
 
Ensemble, Marine............................................... Brandon Antonio 
Rose Fenny.......................................................... Georgia Bennett 
Ensemble, Chippy, Librarian, Ruth…………………... Lauren Boyd 
Stevens……………………………………………………………. Ben Chiasson 
Boland…………...……………………………………………….. Dave Comeau 
Lounge Singer, Pete, Drag Queen, Sergeant…….. Dean Deffett 
Fector……………………………………………………………... Seth Johnson 
Bernstein………………………………………………………... Jared Klein 
Gibbs….…………………………………………………………... Caulin Moore 
Mama, Suzzette, Big Tina, Ensemble……………….. Robyn Ord 
Eddie Birdlace…………………………………………………. Drew Plummer 
Ensemble, Marine……………………………………………. Brandon Roy 
Marcy, Peggy…………………………………………………... Kirstyn Russelle 
 
Understudies: 
Robyn Ord (Rose), Ben Chiasson (Lounge Singer), Brandon Roy 
(Birdlace), Caulin Moore (Boland), Brandon Antonio (Bernstein) 
 
 
Assistant Directors: Lauren Boyd, Robyn Ord  
Assistant Choreographer: Kirstyn Russelle 
 
Special Thanks: 
Marc Sequin and Beth Cromwell (Operational Stress Injury Social 
Support—Canadian Armed Forces) 
 
 
CAST in alphabetical order 
 
Musical Numbers 
 
Act I 
 “Prelude: Take Me Back” - Rose, Birdlace and Company 
 “Some Kinda Time” Birdlace and Marines 
 “We Three Bees” - Birdlace, Boland and Bernstein 
 “Hey Good Lookin’ ” - Marines and Girls 
 “Come to a Party” - Birdlace and Rose 
 “Nothing Short of Wonderful” - Rose 
 “Come to a Party (Reprise)” - Rose, Marcy, Birdlace and Marines 
 “That Face” - Lounge Singer and Marines 
 “Dogfight” - Marcy and Rose 
 “Pretty Funny” - Rose 
 
 
Act II 
 “Hometown Hero’s Ticker Tape Parade” - Birdlace, Boland, Bernstein  
                 and Marines 
 “First Date”/”Last Night” - Rose and Birdlace 
 “Before It’s Over” - Rose 
 “Give Way” - Rose and Company 
 “Some Kinda Time (Reprise)” - Birdlace, Boland, Bernstein & Marines 
 “Come Back” - Birdlace 
 “Finale: Take Me Back” - Company 
       
  
 
Replica Weapons and Strobe Lighting  
will be used during this performance. 
 
The taking of photographs or the use of a recording device is 
strictly forbidden and may constitute an infringement of           
Canadian copyright laws 
        
 
     
     
      
  
      
      
Director: Ann Hodges 
Music Director: Chris Barillaro 
Choreographer: Stephanie Graham 
Set Designer: Denise Lisson 
Costume Designer: Barbara Rowe 
Lighting Designer: Magi Oman 
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Music and Lyrics by Benj Pasek & Justin Paul 
Book by Peter Duchan 
 
Based on the Warner Bros. Film and Screenplay by Bob Comfort 
 
Produced by Second Stage Theatre, New York, 2012 
Carole Rothman, Artistic Director 
 
Orchestrations by Michael Starobin 
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